


TO the Hon.H.A..Skeen, Judge of the Circuit Court for Lee Cour 
ty, Virginia: 

Humbly complaining, your orator, P.H.Chadwelil, would respect— 
fuliy represent and show unto your Honor, that on the 18th day of 
November, 1898, in Hancock county, Tennessee, he was married, accord- 
ing to the laws of that state, to one Octave Neviis; that he and his 
said wife lived together as man and wife in Lee county, Va., from the 
date of their marriage until the 4th dey of Aug., 1904, when she left 
or abandoned your erates and stole away with their children, and is 
now in the state of Missouri. 

Your orator would show your Honor that of the seid merriage be- 

tween himself and the said Octava two children were born, the older, 
James, a boy, who is ten years old, the younger, Effie, a girl, who 
is six years oid. 

Your orator would further showyour iionor that for several years 
after his marriage with the said Octava they lived together yrener sa 
end happigy as man and wife, your orator striving with all his might 
to provide and take care of her, as beceme a good, true and dutiful 
husband. Rut after some years she seemed to become discontent with 
her home and ites surroundings, and would go away, sometimes your or— 
ator knew not where, and would stey away for deys and even for weeks, 


against the earnestappeais of your Orator, who teeded her at home to 


aid in taking care of their child®etf and looking after home affairs. 


And this running or straggling around over the neighborhood she per— 
sistingly continued, ezainat the appeals of your orator, until on 
the 4th day of August, 1904, when, in his absence from home on bus— 

iness, she stole away with their children and went to the state of 
Missouri, where her and said children still are. 

Your orator would further show your Honor that notwithstanding 
the ssid Octava would often go avey from his home against hie requests 
end will, end would visit or run around over the neighborhood for 
deys and even weeks, vet he had confidence in her chastity and did 
all in his power to reconcile her to his home with the hope of living 
with her as his wife end bringing up their children around a happy 
fireside. And even after her last abandonment or going away from your Or ater, 
after she had stolen away with their children and gone to the state 
of Missouri, your orator yet hoped to induce her to return to his home 
and live with him as his wife, and he would hayeused efforts to this 


end, had he not been informed, and became convinced, that she had not 





Re 
been faithful to him es a wife, but on the contrary had been guilty 


of adultery with divers dissolute men during her marriage with your 
orator, in this county, and possibly at other places, to-wit, with 
one B.H.Estep, at vour orator's own home in his absence therefrom on 
business, and with other men at various times and places. Since which 
information, and since becoming convinced that his said wife had not 
been true to him as a wife, but had been guilty of adultery, your or— 
ator has ceased to have further communication with her to induce her 
to return to his home and live with his as his said wife. 

your orator would now show your Honor that he last lgved and 
co-habited with his said wife in this, Lee county, Virginia; thet he 
is now, and,for a longer period of time then one year previous to 
the institution of this suit, has been, domiciled in this county. 

Your orator further represents that he has not co—habited with 
the said Octava since he had knowledge, and became convinced of her 
adultery, and that said acts of adultery by her were not comnitted 
by the procurement or connivance of your orator, and have never been 
condoned by him. 

The premises considered, the prayer of your orator is, thet the 
said Octava Chadwell be made party defendant to this bill; that she 
be required to answer the several allegations hereof, but not on oath, 
as that is expressly waived; that upon a hearing of this cause a de- 


cree be rendered granting your orator a divorce a vinculo matrimonii; 


and thet full and general relief be granted him. and he will ever 


pray é&c. 


VIRGINIA, LEE COUNTY, to-wit: 

I, H.C.T.EWing, County Clerk for the county and state aforeselid, 
do certify that P.H.Chadwell, plaintiff in the foregoing bill of 
complaint, appeared before me in my office and made oath that the 
statements therein contained, in so far as nade from his ow knowl— 
edge, are true, and in so far as made Kramxhiz on informetion derived 
from others, he beleives them to be true. 


Given under my hand as clerk. 


9 
Clerk. 


Se Me He Be He FM KS gh ay. 
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P.H.Chadweli, 

VS. In Chancery. 
Octava Chadwell, 

This cause, in which the plaintiff avpears to have procesded 
against the defendant, who is out of this Ccomnonwealth, in the mode 
prescribed by law against absent defendants, and she stiii failing 
tO appear ane. answer, caine ion this day to be heard on the bill, the 
exhibits filed, and the depositions of witnesses, and was argued by 
counsel, On consideration whereof, the court heing of opinion that 
the charge of adultery against the defendant is fully proved, acth 
edjudge, order and decree that the marriage heretofore solemized 
between P.H.Chadwell and Octava Chadwell na, and the seme is, hereby 
dissoOived, and.the said P.H.Chadwell forever divorced from his wife, 
the said Octava Chadwell, and ali the right, title and interest of 
the said Octava Chadwell in or to the estate, real or personal, of 
the seid P.H.Chadwell shali henceforth cease and determine, and the 
seid P.H.Chadwell shall have controi and custody of the two minor 
children, James and Effie Chadwell, free fram any interference by 
the said Octava Chadwell, and the said P.W.chadwell shail recover 
from the said Octava Chadwell his costs by him expended in the pros- 


ecution of this suit. 


And nothing further remaining to be done, this cause is strick- 


en from the docket. 








DEPOSITION. 


P.H chadwell, 


VS. In Chancery. 


Octava Chadwell, 


The deposition of B.H.Estep taken before me, J.T.Buchanan, a 
notary public in and for the county of collin, in the state of Texas, 
at my office in Celina, in the county and state aforesaid, on January 
a aes 1905, to be read as evidence on behalf of P.H.Chadwell, in 
a certain suit in chancery depending in the Circuit court of Les coun- 
ty, Virginia, in-which the said P.H.Chadwell is plaintiff, and Octava 
Chadwell is defendant. ‘- | | 

R.H.Ratep, a witness of lawful age, offered on behal} of P .H.Chad- 


well, being first duly sworn, deposes and says: 


Q.1, State your abe» residence end occupation. 


A.l, ie Be. ttales AtETL y <A Seattle 


at oan oar mea 


Q.2, Where did you live before you came to Texas? 


aan Sots Meter {thdilet gg, Wb: aimee acanime 
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Q.3, Were you acquainted with P.H.Chadwell and his wife Octava 
Chadwell, of Ewing, Lee county, Virginia, before you left 


that county; if 86, how long had you Known them? 


an Cotati tec lseepre I 0h 


ACebpaihiialle thbedrisZ i fe abs liad Za 
Lat Mizadkvet2.Ch ta he Casati. ible Li 


Q.4, Were you acquainted with the character of the said Octava 
Chadwell for chastity prior to your leaving Virginia, and 


if so, state whether or not you know of your own knowledge 


LE Vaatassaate; 
Pe Kaseniieh tod bnL. ) Le. saaticemnate 


whether she was a-virtuous woman or not? 


Q.5, State whether or not you ever slept with and had sexual 
intercourse with the said Octava Chadwell after she became 


the wife of P.H.cChadweil, if so, naar: when and —. 


A.B, pa A Ce ae, 
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And further this deponent saith not. 


aT EO or 


State of Texas, 
county of Collin, to-wit: 

I, d.T.-Buchanan, a notary public in and for the county: and 
state aforeseid, do certify that the foregoing deposition of B.H.Estep 
was duly taken under oath and subscribed before me, and at the tine 
and place as above given. 

Lie 
Given under iny hand and notarial seal, this— --~day of Jan- 
uary, 1905. My term of office expires  . 1906. 
oof 
Notary Public for Collin co., Texas. 
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P.H.Chadwell, Plaintiff, 


DEPOSITIONS. 


) 
) 

VS. In chy. 
) 


Octava Chadwell, Defendant, 


The depositions ef P.H.chadwell and John jyyre, taken before me, 
Geo.P.Cridlin, a commissioner in chancery for the Circuit court of 
Lee county, Virginia, at the law office of A.M.Goins, in the town 
of Jonesville, Va., On Feoruary 3rd, 1995, to be read as evidence 
on behalf of the seid P.H.CcChadweil, in a certain suit in chancery 
in the Circuit court for said county now depending, .in which the said 
P.H Chadwell is plaintiff, and Octava Chadwell is defendant. 

Present, A.M.Goins, Attorney for P.H.CcChadwell. 

P.H.Chadwell a witness of lawful age, offered on behalf of him- 
self, being first duly sworn, deposes and says: 

Q.1. State your age, residence and occupation. 

A.d. I an 37 years of age; live near Ewing, lee county, Va.; 
and I am a farmer. 

9.2. Are you the plaintiff in this suit, and at this time the 
iawful husband of Octava Chadwell? | 

A.2z. I am. 

Q.3. How long have vou been domicilsed in this county prior to 
the institution of this suit? 

A.8. All my life. 

Q.4. State your connection with the said Octava Chadwell——when 
and where you were married to her--how many children she had by you, 
if any, and the ages and sex of each respectively——how long she lived 
with you--when and what caused her to leave you, if you know, and 


where is she at this time? State fully vour connection with her. 


A.4. Ye were merried on the 18th day of November, 1898, in Han- 

eock county, Tenn. We had two children, as follows, James, who is 
ten years old, and Effie, who is six years old, the first is a boy 
and the second is a girl. She lived with me from the time we married 
up to the 4th day of August, 1904, with the exception of interyale 
when she would take flurrys and go off and stay for a while at a time. 
[I do not know what caused her to leave me, unless it was that she 
wanted to go west where her father was living. She is now in the 

\ “— Of Missouri with her father and his family, as I am informed. 

\ 





re 


Q-6.-~ luring the time your said wife lived with you, state wheth-— 
er or not you took care of and provided for her as a husband should 
provide for his wife and tried to live sociably and agrceesbly with 
her. 

A.—— I did. 

Q-6.+- During the time said Ocvavia lived withvyou as your wife, 
state whether or not she would remein at home and iook arter home 
affairs, or would she run around over the neighborhood? State 
how this was. 

A.-- She did not stay at home as a wife shovld. She would go just 
when she wanted to, never Saying anything to me avout it and would 
come back when she got ready. She has staid off till after nighs 


and come home some times a heif hour after derk. Sometines I would 


have to go out and unt hér. 


Q.7.--- Refore vour marriage to the said Omtavia, and during the 
time you lived with her, did you regard her as 4 virtuous woman, or 
Otherwise? 

Ae-- Yes, I thought she was a nice woman. 

Q.8.-—— when you first suspicion er learn that she had not been true 
to you as a wife? 

Ae-— Not until she left the last tine. 

Q-9.—— State whether or not you condoned her actsend lived and 
cohabited with the said Octavia since you had knowledge of her 
edultery? | 

A.-- I did not. 

Qe10,-- where didx you and your said wife live at the time she 
left you, and state fully the circumstsnees under which she left. 

A.—- We lived near Ewing, Lee County, Virginia. I was at Middleg- 
boro Kentucky on business, had driven some cattle down there, 
and while I was gone she stole the children away, went across in to 
Tennessee, and ercund up to cumb=rianad Gap, and there took the train 
with the children and went to the state of Missouri to her father's, 
where thev still armas I am informed. I did what I could to stop 
them and heve then returned on their route to Missouri, but I 
coui.d not succeed, 

Qeli.-- B.H.Estep, in his deposition taken in this casé, says 
that four vearg azo this Christmas, at P.id.Chadwell'g homes, he 


Slept with and had sexfual intercourse with the said Octavia Chadwell, 





State where you were on that occasion ir you know. 

A.—-- I do not know, but I think that I had gone to my mother's. 

Q.12.-- State whether or not the adulterous acts on the part of 
the said Orstavia were brought about through your connivance or 
procurment? 

A.—-They were not. I knew nothing about it. 

Q.18.-- State whether or not you had any knowledge of the adul- 
terous acts of the sad Octavia until she had iseft vou the last 
time and gone to the state of Missouri? 

A.-- I did not. 

0.14.-- State whether or not you have faithfully sought to live 
with the said Octavia as your wife, end would still seek to live with 
her, but for her adultery? 

-A.--I did try to live with her, until the time when I learned of 


her edultery, and were it not for her edultery I would still try 


to get her to live with me. 


And further this deponent saith not. 


John Wyres, another witness of lawful age being duly sworn de 
poses as follows: 
_Qe1.—-— State you age, residence and Occupation. 

Ae~- I am 45 years O1d, live near Ewing , Va., and am a farmer. 

Q.2.---— Are you acquainted with P.H.Chadweli and Octavia, his 
wifes, and if so, how long have you known then. 

A.-- I have known them ever since they were married. 

Q.8.--- Is the said Octavia still living with her h pebend, or 
where is she? 

A.—- She is not living with her husband. I reckon she is in 
Missouri. 

Qe4.-—- Have you been about the home of P.H. and Octavia Chadwell 
during the time they livedtogether es husband and wife, if s0, state 
what you ms¥ know of her acts and conduct as a wife? 

A.-- I Nave been at their home. Rut I h*ve been more intimately 


acauainted with them during the Spring and Summer of 1904, than 





aver before, as I worked for Mr. Chadwell the princival part of this 
time. During the time I worked there I know that she ran ground 
over the country a good deal and I know thet she would frequentiy 
stay away till late, and he would have to go in fom himself and get 
his supper. I do not know where she was gone, or where she was Or 


what she was doing. 


witness claims ettendan6 1 
Mibage 80m. 


Virginia, Lee County, to-wit: 

I, Geo.P.cGrdilin, a Commissioner in Chancery for thse circuit 
Bdge of Lee county, Virginia, do certify that the foregoing de~ 
‘positions of P.H.Chadwell and John Wyers, were taken mzxaxnxak 

srorn to and subscribed before me at the time place and for the pur- 


pose in the caption mentioned. 


Given under my hand this the 3rd day of February, 1906. 
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Everett Waddey Co., 
Stationers and eaters Form No. 301. 


___ Richmond, \ 




















Everett Waddey Co., 
Stationers and Printers, > Form No, 302. 
Richmond, Va. 


Court of ff; 0 Muvetee 4 : 


This day... te Bee ee personally appeared 
before me.. HK. EP Og ITD. ote Clerk of the said Court, 


and being duly sworn, made oath that 
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CERTIFICATE OF ORDER OF PURLICATION. 
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P : H @ Chadwell ® & a ® a @ 
VS. In Chancery. 


Octeva Chadwell,. ... 


I, J.cC.R0atright, Editor of the JONESVILLE STAR, a newspaper 
published in the town of Jonesvilie, Ile county, Virginia, do certi- 
fy that the attached Order of Publication was duly pubiished once 


a week for four successive weeks in The Jonesville Star, beginning 
ok 


on the../.%...day of December, 1904. 
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Fditor. 


whofe fale ob che abode 


Fee for this Order of Publication, ... . $4.40 








